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          From the Director  
 

Over a period of several days, those of  us in Connecticut 

had our power restored after enduring Storm Alfred, the 

Nor’easter that wreaked havoc throughout most of the state.  

In a few weeks, this freak October storm will only be a memory.  We will 

have lights at night, a warm house and hot water, and cold milk in the 

fridge.  Other than the tales we will share for some time, our lives will 

pretty much be as they were prior to the storm. 
 

This is not so for the families of Mary’s Place, who have experienced a 

tragedy; a death of a husband, father, sister or brother.  Life for them will 

never be as it was prior to the death.  As they integrate their loss into their 

lives they search for what is now a “new normal.”  Time  is now defined 

as life before the death or after the death.  And so, as many in 

Connecticut went to shelters during the storm, we hope that those who 

find their way to our center find safety, hope and healing here during 

their storm. 
 

I thank all of you who support us and thereby allow us to provide this 

place of comfort.  Anything and everything you do makes a difference.  

Our Ray of  Hope Celebration in September was a great success.  Thank 

you to everyone who helped make it a wonderful evening and to all who 

took part. 
 

I would also like to thank two long-standing and devoted board members 

who will be rotating off our Board of Directors at the end of the year. We 

are most grateful to David Newell and Robin Roncari for their years of 

service.  David has served as secretary for many years and Robin as co 

chair of our Gala.  We also say goodbye and thank Ken Prescott for his 

contributions to the board these past two years.  They, like so many of 

you, have made a difference in the lives of the many children and 

families who come here. 
 

As we approach the holiday season all of 

us at Mary’s Place ….the staff, board of 

directors, volunteers, children and 

families...wish that each of you may 

find peace in your heart, joy in your 

families and hope in your future. 
  

Warmly, 

Lisa Peluso 

Executive Director          

Mary’s Place is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  
Any donations made are deductible according to IRS regulations. 
If your name has been omitted, or there is an error, we apologize  

and ask that you notify us at 688-9621 or e-mail: marysplacect@aol.com.   
No fees are charged to participating families  

and Mary’s Place depends upon individual and community support. 

Celeste Polley 

Maureen D. Prior 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis W. Provost 

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Prudhomme 

Marty Pushkarewicz 

Ellen Quagliaroli 

Jacqueline Reardon 

Peggy Reduker 

Timothy Reynolds 

Gloria Ridel 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Rinaldi 

Roncari Express Valet Parking 

Mr. & Mrs. David Roncari 

Deborah Roncari & Paul Murdock 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren C. Ruppar 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Russell 

Mike & Molly Russo 

Margaret Ryglisyn 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Seaha 

Barbara Selig 

SheridanShea 

Mr. & Mrs. Sahel Shwayhat 

Dr. Bernard Siegel 

Sally Speer 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul St. Jean 

St. Joseph Church, Social Action 

 Committee, Poquonock 

Allan Stalb 

Mr. & Mrs. Rich Strong 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sutyla 

Leonard Swade 

Swiss Re 

Margaret Taravella 

Nancy Taylor 

The CBT Charitable Trust, Inc. 

The Funeral Directors Association of       

     Kentucky, Inc. 

Tolland Juniorettes Foundation 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Waldron 

Mr. & Mrs. William Walsh 

Kimberly Waskowitz 

E. Suzanne Weisse 

Westinghouse Electric Co. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Wheeler 

Mr. & Mrs. Eliot Williams 

Patricia Williams 

Wilson Congregational Church 

Steven Wilson 

Windsor Historical Society, Inc. 

Windsor Police Cadets, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Yarum 

Mary Anne Zak 

Elizabeth Zietz 

In Honor Of: 

“All the volunteers” 

Denise Adessa 

John Carmon 

Lousie Colletti 

Mary Keane 

Ted LeBlanc’s 59th Birthday 

Jen and Roger Nolte 

Jessica Maso Rioux 

Barbara Selig 

If you would like your name removed from our mailing 

list, please return the enclosed envelope to us with a note 

to that effect.  Otherwise, we will be happy to continue to 
send our newsletter three times a year. 



Mr. & Mrs. Keith King 

Marjorie T. King 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert King 

Sara Kleinman 

Mr. & Mrs. David Kostyk 

Jacques Lamarre 

Lois Lapp 

Mr. & Mrs. Mato Latin 

Herbert Lau 

Susan & David Lazarcheck 

Elizabeth Lepore 

Mr. & Mrs. Sid Levine 

Mr. & Mrs. Norma Litsky 

Mr. & Mrs. John Litter 

Kathryn Lommele 

Louis Earle Loomis 

Lori Lowry 

Marie Macaro 

Denise Mackey 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Magnani 

The Mark Twain House and Museum 

Dorothy Marsh 

Kathleen Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Masi 

Mr. & Mrs. James Mason 

Terry Mason 

Maura Masotti 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Mazzei 

Kenneth McManus 

Dale Meck 

Mr. & Mrs. Grant Melnick 

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Milanese 

Mr. & Mrs. William Miskavitch 

A Missing Link LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Meg Moran 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Myers 

Nick Naunton 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Neary 

Salvatore Neri 

New England Air Museum 

Mr. & Mrs. David Newell 

Roger L. Nolte 

Mr. & Mrs. John Noonan 

Roy & Nancy Normen 

NRRON 

Mr. & Mrs. Carmine S. Parlapiano 

Susan Parvenski 

Margaret Pavelchak 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Pinney 

Mr. & Mrs. John Polio 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Ewald 

Iris Fanning 

Mr. & Mrs. John Ferreira 

Elizabeth Feser 

First Church in Windsor 

Hinda Fisher 

Timothy Fitzgerald 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fortgang 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Fortier 

Diane Fortin 

Sally Foster 

Andrea Frez 

Michael Ganci 

Dr. & Mrs. John Gannatti 

Mr. & Mrs. David Gardner 

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Gawlicki 

Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Giddings 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goodwin 

Nick Vakakas Gordon 

Lorraine Goss 

Janet Graves 

Donna Gray 

Barbara Gridley 

Mr. & Mrs. Allan and Nancy Griffin 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hall 

Roberta Hamre 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hankard 

Ellen Hankard 

Harriet Beecher Stowe Center 

Hartford Hospital 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Hellerman 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Henderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herbert 

Steven Hine 

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Huot 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hurst 

The Insurance Women of  

 Hartford Golf Outing 

Paul Jensen 

Juli Jensen-Derrig 

Jerry’s Artarama of CT, Inc. 

JetBlue Airways 

Margaret Jones 

Peter & Grace Judson 

Debbie Kane 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Karl 

Mary Keane 

Louis E. Keen 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Keisch 

Ellen Kimball 

July, August, September and October 2011 Continued  

One of the many ways the children at Mary’s Place express their grief is 

through memory projects. 

By remembering their loved one who died they are able to continue to 

hold them in their heart and share their memory with others. 

 

One such project for our Big Kids Group was our Kite Project. Given a 

kite template each child was asked to divide the kite into 4 areas. 

 

 

One area 

was to be 

filled with 

a symbol 

that 

Another 

was for 

words that 

described 

their 

And finally an 

area 

represented a 

Another for 

things their 

loved on 

liked. 

When finished the children 

shared their kites with each 

other.  As grief is unique for 

each person, so were the 

memories and kites. 



2011 Ray of  Hope Celebration 

Over 200 guests attended our 

Ray of Hope Celebration at  

the Atrium of the Goodwin 

Hotel.  The Celebration 

noted the 15 years in which 

Mary’s Place has offered 

hope and healing. 

Our thanks to all who 

supported us and helped 

make the fun evening a great 

success. 

The Carmon Family was 

presented with the Ray of 

Hope Award for their  

outstanding and ongoing 

support of Mary’s Place. 

Guests enjoying good food and good company 

Co Chairs Deb and Robin 
Roncari  with  John Carmon 

Board and Auction Chair  
Marsha Mason 

Mary Alves 

Heleme Anthony 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 

Joan Baisley 

Mr. & Mrs. Cesare Baraglia 

Richard Baraglia & Jeffrey Palmer 

Mr. & Mrs. James Barlow 

Sandy Barry 

Mr. & Mrs. Drew Bartkiewicz 

Bauer, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Douglas Beerbower 

Mr. & Mrs. Juvenal Belo 

Marie Bendzans 

Bill Selig Jewelers 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bixler 

Bloomfield Discount Liquors 

Mr. & Mrs. William Bohman 

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Brazalovich 

Dan Brini 

Cynthia Brown 

Judith Brown 

Lynn Brown 

Barbara Capuano 

Mr. & Mrs. Cosmo Carlone 

Carmon Community Funeral Homes 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Carmon 

Mr. & Mrs. John Carmon 

Nan Carmon 

Mr. & Mrs. George Caye 

Mr. & Mrs. James Chapman 

Gail Chase 

Mr. & Mrs. Sharon Chase 

Mary Chellstorp 

Richard Clark 

Connecticut Funeral 

 Directors Association 

Mr. & Mrs. David Corliss 

Maggie Cosker 

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Cramer 

Ted Crew 

William Crosson 

Patricia E. Curtis 

D.A.S. Distribution 

Day Hill Dental 

Lisa DeGray 

Jean Delton 

Drs. Paula & Hema DeSilva 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Diamond 

Frank DiBacco 

Mr. & Mrs. John DiClemente 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Diefenderfer 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Doering 

Michael Donoghue 

Christie Dooley 

Rose Dooley 

Chris & Bev Doyle 

Jane Dunn & Russell Danson 

Debra Eddy 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Embury 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Erickson 

Michael Albrizio, David M. Barry, Thomas Barry, Mary Berarducci, 

Marjorie Bixler, Roy Bixler, Cpl. Stephen Bixler, Luciana Fiona Campbell, 

Kenneth Chase, Monique Colletti, Mom Mom & Pop Pop’s Cramer and Freck, 

Henry and Mary Crosson, Joseph D’Amico, Robert DeGray, DeVito Family, 

Edward W. Dooley Jr., Everett Dowe, Ron and Ruth Forrest, Melissa Galka, 

Rebecca Ganci, John Healy, Pat Hine, Hughes Family, Anna James,  

Anne Keen, Jackie Keen, Kimball Family, Spencer King, Frank Lowry, 

Mary MacLeod, Mary Miller, Nancy Morris, Newton Family, Janice Nolan, 

Lucinda Alves Nunes, Joseph and Irma Perrotta, Larry Provost, 

Adrian J. Rivera, Lawrence Ridel Jr., Lawrence Ridel Sr. 

Gifts are often given to Mary’s Place  
in memory of a beloved family member or friend;   

also, to honor birthdays, anniversaries and  
special occasions. We are grateful for each gift and thank you sincerely for your support. 

 

July, August, September and October 2011 
 

Gifts in Memory of: 

Donors: 



Our thanks to 

brown’s 

Harvest for 

such a special 

day 

Our Wish List 
 

Fisher Price “Loving Family” - doll house furniture and figures 

First class postage stamps 

Bottled water 

Adult Rocking Chair (1) 
 

Gift Cards for: 

Toys R Us 
Michael’s 

Target 

Wal-Mart 

Amazon.com 

Stop and Shop 

Give the Gift of Hope for the Holidays! 
 

Looking for a truly meaningful gift for someone special on your holiday list?  

Consider honoring them with a holiday donation to Mary’s Place in their name.   

With each holiday gift donation you will receive a Holiday Card to present to 

the honoree stating that a donation has been made in their name to Mary’s 

Place to provide hope and healing for a grieving child.  For more information 

on this special holiday program please contact Mary’s Place. 

 

RAY OF HOPE ~Anonymous Donor 
“In Honor of the Staff and Volunteers of Mary’s Place” 

 

HOPE 

Anonymous 

Crew Family Foundation, Inc. 

Swiss Re 
 

COMPASSION 

Carmon Community Funeral Homes, Inc. 

John & Linda Carmon 

Daniel J. Griffin Memorial Foundation 

The Palette Fund, Inc. 
 

LOVE 

ALSTOM Power, Inc. 

James & Marsha Mason  

David & Mary Lou Peters 

Jill Peters-Gee, M.D. & Mr. Robert Bausmith 

Windsor Federal Savings 
 

EMPATHY 

bizhub Image Center - Konica Minolta Business Solutions U.S.A., Inc. 

Brown & Brown of CT, Inc. 

Eddie’s Bradley Auto Body and Sales, Inc. 

Elm-Cap Industries, Inc. 

Peter & Irene Fortier  

Simsbury Bank 

The First National Bank of Suffield 

The Saint Francis Foundation 

Three-Way Communications, Inc. 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Wagner 

Webster Bank 
 

SUPPORT 

APW Wealth Advisors, LLC 

BlumShapiro 

Bob’s Discount Furniture 

Close, Jensen & Miller, P.C. 

Joseph & Louise Colletti 

Kurtis Denison 

Geissler’s Supermarkets 

Daniel J. Griffin Memorial Foundation 

Howard L. Page & Co., LLC 

Michael & Lisa Peluso 

Red Plum 

Rockville Bank 

Robin Roncari 

David & Margie Ross  

Laura Soll & Paul Broxterman 

  Ann M. Tarnowicz 

2011 Ray of  Hope Celebration 

Board and Auction Chair  
Marsha Mason 



Steven Kolodziej, Guest Participant, shared his personal reflections at our 

Ray of Hope Celebration 
 

It was as if I had been standing beside a gently flowing stream. 

In an instant, it was a raging river. 

We, my little girl and I, had to get to safety. 

Of that much I was certain. 

The other side. 

We had to cross to the other side. 

How? 

A bridge. 

A bridge to safety. 

We needed a bridge. 
 

I was numb the day I phoned Mary’s Place. 

I was still numb the day I arrived. 

There, I would meet men and women like me. 

Their words told me their stories. 

Their eyes told me their stories. 

Where they sat in the room told me how long it had been. 

But I was safe. 

Soon to be numb no longer. 
 

Almost immediately my little girl realized she was not like the other kids. 

She chose not to talk about it. 

She arrived at Mary’s Place burdened with what she would call “her secret.” 

There she would meet little boys and girls like her. 

There, she would share crayons and stickers. 

There, she would share stories, memories, joys, songs, loves. 

And my little girl was safe. 

And her “secret” would soon be so secret no more. 

My little girl would begin to freely share about Mommy at Mary’s Place. 

And today freely shares about Mommy most anywhere. 

Which is only fitting. 

Lisa, after all, was 

everything beautiful. 

Lisa’s memory, after all, is 

everything beautiful. 
 

We, my little girl and I, 

needed a bridge. 

We found one. 

 

 

 

 

In closing, I will use better words than my own to describe 

Mary’s Place: 

 
 

An old man, going a lone highway, 
Came, at the evening, cold and gray, 
To a chasm, vast, and deep, and wide, 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim; 
The sullen stream had no fears for him; 
But he turned, when safe on the other side, 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 
“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim, near, 
“You are wasting strength with building here; 
Your journey will end with the ending day; 
You never again must pass this way; 
You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide- 
Why build you the bridge at the eventide?” 
 
The builder lifted his old gray head: 
“Good friend, in the path that I have come,” he said, 
“There followeth after me today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 
This chasm, that has been naught to me, 
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be. 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 
Good friend, I am building the bridge for him.” 

 

—The Bridge Builder, Will Allen Dromgoole 

 

 

 


